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Siren song of the sea holds 1isherman \\'illie S;n·ory 
as it did his forefathers--sailor~. seal hunter''· and 
whalers. OtT Chichi\ harbor IH' harpoons the hard 
lighti11g wahoo ll'ith thl' spl'ar n•,;tinl~ hl'tll'l'l'll forked 
sticks on thl' r!'d outriggl'r of hi.' ranoe. llropping a 
bright lish-shaped lure, :\Jr. Sa,·ory will watch for 
wahoo, or giant mackrrel. throur.dt a glass-bottom 
"look bo\." Closer to shore, IH' hunh ,;ea turtl,·s. 
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The dark-Lllll~ waters around the Bonin~ 
teem with fish-- -wahoo up to lOO pounds, 
mackerel, tuna, rock cod, and many varieties 
of small reef !Ish. Schools of sardines scud 
through shallow waters like dark clouds. The 
islands supported a major fishery and two 
Japanes(~ whaling stations before the war. 

Chichi fishermen regularly cross the open 
sea to the now-uninhabited isles of M uko 
Jima, 40 miles away, and Ilaha Jima, 25 
miles, when f1shing promises to be better 

there. 
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Up goes the !lag. Americans take Suriharhi on Fl'IJ­
ruarv 2.l, a moment immortalized by Associated Press 
photographer Joe Roscnth:il. For the next 2.l ye;~rs 
the Stars and Stripes llew from the height day and 
night. Now a copper rrproduction of the !lag honors 
the campaign in which, in Adm. Chester W. Nimitz\ 
words, "uncommon valor was a common virtue." 

Busty wreckage of battle, a remnant of a Japanese 
trackl·d \Thiele appears on ;w lwo l>each: the restless 
sea constantly exposes and buries such dl'hris. Plans 
call for tlw U.S. to continue opera! ing loran (long­
range n;n·i 1!at ion) stat ions on I wo and !\1arrll.' Islands. 
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D-Day on lwo jima: Marines hit the beach on Feb­
ruary 19, 1945. Struggling through volcanic ash, they 
isolate 548-foot Mount Suribachi, only high ground 
on the eight-square-mile island. Some 21,000 Japanese 
defenders, concealed in caves, blockhouses, and pill­
boxes, fought on for a month. The death toll: 6,821 
Americans and all but 1,083 Japanese. 
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